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at a time when china is once again facing a major turning point in its direction i firmly believe that my
academic dispute with wang hui is in no way a personal or left right dispute wang hui s grand
narrative about the chinese revolution and the chinese century is meant to provide a new legitimate
basis for one party to rule forever to place world history in the value system of the chinese revolution
and to shape the chinese revolution and its regime into the ultimate source and ultimate judge of
universal justice in the world there is no doubt that wang hui s new theoretical proposition is not only
far from the basic idea of liberalism but also far from the political democratic position that the western
left wing tradition has always insisted on since liberal scholars have automatically given up head on
confrontation with wang hui it is time to end wang hui s theories which have never been subjected to
comprehensive and systematic academic criticism in china s intellectual and intellectual spheres for
nearly thirty years therefore at such a time it would be an unforgivable dereliction of duty for liberals
to fail to take the initiative as raymond aron did to undertake the historical mission of criticizing
barbaric ideologies totalitarianism and statism and to hold fast to the basic virtues given to

intellectuals by providence as arendt said the storm of ideas is not characterized by knowledge but by
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the ability to distinguish good from evil beauty from ugliness and this may indeed prevent disaster in

that rare moment of crisis

how an event once considered the greatest of all political dangers came to be seen as a solution to all
social problems political thinkers from plato to john adams saw revolutions as a grave threat to society
and advocated for a constitution that prevented them by balancing social interests and forms of
government the revolution to come traces how evolving conceptions of history ushered in a faith in
the power of revolution to create more just and reasonable societies taking readers from greek
antiquity to leninist russia dan edelstein describes how classical philosophers viewed history as chaotic
and directionless and sought to keep historical change especially revolutions at bay this conception
prevailed until the eighteenth century when enlightenment thinkers conceived of history as a form of
progress and of revolution as its catalyst these ideas were put to the test during the french revolution
and came to define revolutions well into the twentieth century edelstein demonstrates how the
coming of the revolution leaves societies divided over its goals giving rise to new forms of violence in
which rivals are targeted as counterrevolutionaries a panoramic work of intellectual history the
revolution to come challenges us to reflect on the aims and consequences of revolution and to balance

the value of stability over the hope for change in our own moment of fear and upheaval

dana van kooy draws critical attention to percy bysshe shelley as a dramatist and argues that his dramas
represent a critical paradigm of romanticism in which history is staged reading shelley s dramas as a
series of radical stages historical reenactments and theatrical reproductions van kooy highlights the
cultural significance of the drama and the theatre in shaping and contesting constructions of both the
sovereign nation and the global empire in the post napoleonic era this book is about the power of
performance to challenge and reformulate cultural memories that were locked in historical narratives
and in britain s theatrical repertoire it examines each of shelley s dramas as a specific radical stage that
reformulates the familiar cultural performances of war revolution slavery and domestic tyranny shelley
s plays invite audiences to step away from these horrors and to imagine their lives as something other
than a tragedy or a melodrama where characters are entrapped in cycles of violence or struck blind or
silent by fear although shelley s dramas are few in number they engage a larger cultural project of
aesthetic and political reform that constituted a groundswell of activism that took place during the

romantic period

immortal is the only single volume english language survey of iran s military history cia analyst steven
r ward shows that iran s soldiers from the famed immortals of ancient persia to today s revolutionary
guard have demonstrated through the centuries that they should not be underestimated this history
also provides background on the nationalist tribal and religious heritages of the country to help
readers better understand iran and its security outlook immortal begins with the founding of ancient
persia s empire under cyrus the great and continues through the iran iraq war 1980 1988 and up to the
present drawing on a wide range of sources including declassified documents the author gives primary
focus to the modern era to relate the build up of the military under the last shah its collapse during the
islamic revolution its fortunes in the iran iraq war and its rise from the ashes to help iran become once
again a major regional military power he shows that despite command and supply problems iranian
soldiers demonstrate high levels of bravery and perseverance and have enjoyed surprising tactical
successes even when victory has been elusive these qualities and the iranians ability to impose high
costs on their enemies by exploiting iran s imposing geography bear careful consideration today by

potential opponents

written as a series of addresses to the general council of the international workingmen s association
from july 1870 to may 1871 the civil war in france covers the dramatic events of the franco prussian

war the fall of the second french empire and the heroic episode of the paris commune the first workers
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government in history for two months between march and may 1871 the armed workers of paris
surrounded by enemies on all sides took their destiny into their own hands and demonstrated that it is
possible for the workers to run society democratically without capitalists bankers or even a standing
army in his brilliantly concise and penetrating addresses written in the heat of the events themselves
marx succeeds in distilling the experience of the commune down to its most fundamental elements
drawing out in the process a programme for the revolutionaries of the future 150 years on this book
remains a priceless resource for the workers of the world wellred edition featuring a new introduction
providing the historical background to the paris commune as well as engels 1891 introduction and

articles by lenin and trotsky

in miseducating americans richard f hamilton examines accounts of american history appearing in
textbooks and popular accounts and compares these with the reports contained in scholarly
monographs the task to determine how certain myths and misconstructions became accepted as
recorded history hamilton provides much needed correction of those misleading accounts was america
historically the land of the free not if you take into account slavery discrimination and post civil war
segregation policies was america in the late nineteenth century truly expansionist as american
textbooks imply or did it actually capitalize on unexpected political and economic opportunities like
russia s desire to rid itself of alaska was the acquisition of the philippines a zealous profit seeking effort
aiming for the china market or the fortuitous consequences of a move against spain during the spanish
american war miseducating americans debunks many commonly accepted explanations of historical
facts it contends that many accounts are oversimplifications and some are one sided depictions of
virtue hamilton traces the sources of these misconstructions which mostly come from history

textbooks written by authors aiming for popular audiences he then offers explanations as to how and

why the inaccuracies have been repeated and passed on
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